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N the Preſs, and very ſhortly will be publiſſi'd, in a 
new, and beautiful Letter, The zd Edition of the 

irſt Volume, and the 2d Edition -of the Second Volume 
of, 4 Preſervative againſt Unſetiled Notions, and Want of 
Principles in Religion, By Jos HH T rape, D. D. Print- 
ed for Chriſtian Bowyer at the Roſe in Pater-noſter-Ro. 


JaMEs i. 21, 22. 


Wherefore lay apart all Filthineſs, and ſu- 
perfluity of Naughtineſs, and receive with 
 Meekneſs the engrafted Word which is able | 


to ſave your Souls. 


But be Je Doers of the Word, and not H. earers 
5 only; > "CC gour 078 W 


” 
: ” 
. * 


was written = St. James the J 17 
the Son of Alphers, one of the 
twelve Apoſtles; (according to 
een the beſt and moſt probable Ac- 
3 the fame with Him who was the Bro- 
ther of our Lord; ſurnamed the Juſt; and 
the f Biſhop of Feruſalem. It is He too of 
whom St. Paul ſpeaks, 1 Cor. xv. where, dif- 
courſing of our Saviour's ſeveral Appearances 
after his RExSURRECT ION, He adds, v. 7. 
After that, be was ſeen of James. Not the 


Bon af * (ay all __ learned Interpre- 


Pan, ters) 


£2 


[ 2 ] 
ters) and Brother of St. John; but the Brother 
of our Lord, and Biſhop of Jeruſalem; as 
ferom, Chry/oftom, Euſebius, and Others teſti- 
y: Who was alive, when St. Paul wrote 
this; as the other James, called the Great, 
was not. It was particularly proper to men- 
tion Him as a Vitneſs of Chriſt's Rt sv R- 
RECTION; becauſe He was by the Jews 


themſelves called James the Fuſt, and had 


in the higheſt Veneration for his Integrity 


and Veracity. 


His Epiſtle was written 70 the twelve Tribes 
{cattered abroad';, as He himſelf ſpeaks, v. 1. 


that is, to the Jewiſb Chriſtians, or Thoſe 
who were converted from Fudaiſm to Chri- 
ianity; and were then diſperſed through 


ſeveral Parts of the World. The main De- 


fign of it is partly to comfort and fortify them 
under the fore Afflictions and Perſecutions 
which they ſuffer d from Jews, Heathens, 
and Hereticks; partly to warn them againſt 
Thoſe abominable Corruptions both in Prin- 
ciples and Practice, which were introduced 
and propagated even in Thoſe early Days 


of the Goſpel, In order to Both, He gives 
them many excellent Precepts: Among the 


reſt, This important one of my Text; 
Wherefore lay apart all Filthineſs, and ſu- 

perfluity of Naughtineſs ; and receive with 

| Meekneſs 
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[3] 
Maelneſi the engrafied Word which is able to 
| fave your Souls. 
But be ye Deers of the WW, ord, and. not 
Hearers only; deceiving your own Y elves. 
| Before we come to divide the Words into 
diſtin& Heads of Diſcourſe ; it will be re- 
quiſite to explain ſome of them. | 
All Filthineſs.) That is, as St. Paul 1, peaks, 
all filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit. 2 Cor. vis. x, 
St. Peter, in a place _— to This, expreſſes 
himſelf ſomewhat differently. V 7 lay- 
ing afide all malice, and all guile, and * 
crifies, and envyings, and evil ſpeakings, as 
new-born babes defire the ſincere milk of the 
ak rd; that ye may grow thereby. Upon a 
* of the two Texts, here are ex- 
cluded all ſinful Luſts, and Impurities, all 
Hatred, and Uncharitableneſs, all Fraud, and 
Diſſimulation, all Guilt and Defilement what- 
ſoever. It may be proper to obſerve upon 
This Day, that the laſt- mentioned Apoſtle 
founds the Faith and Obedience of a Chriſtian, 
upon the Death and RRESuRRECTTON of 
our Bleſſed Saviour. Be ye holy — 1 Pet. i. 
15, Fc. — Forafmuch as ye ener that ye were 
nt redeemed with corruptible things — but 
_—_ the precious blood of Chrift — Who ve. 
rily was — manifeſted in theſe laſt times far 
8 ie by Hin de beliens. in Ges che 
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RAISED. HIM UP FROM THE Drabp, and 


gave him glory; that your Faith and Hope 


might. be in God, &c. — Then Chap. ii. 1. 


Wherefore laying aſide all malice, &c. As 1 


juſt now cited the whole Paſſage. 5 
And Superfluity of Naughtineſs.] Tleeuordley 28 


xaxies: the Redundancy, or Luxuriancy of 


Wickedneſs. Not that any Naughtineſs is 
_ otherwiſe than ſuperfluous; For whoever has 


any at all, has juſt ſo much more than he 
ought to have. But by That Phraſe is meant 
no more than wicked Superfluity, ſuppoſing 
all Superfluity in us to be wicked. The Re- 
dundancy or Excreſcence even of lawful Plea- 
ſures is to be cut off; like ſuperfluous and 
luxuriant Branches; of which Circumciſion in 


the Jewiſh Church was a Type or Figure: 


and to That, it is thought, St. James had a 
particular View in the Words of my Text. 
Nay Moſes Himſelf, even under the Law, ex- 
plains to the Jews the ſpiritual Meaning of 
That Ceremony : Circumciſe therefore the 
Fore-skin of your Hearts, and fo no more 
ſtiff-necked, Deut. x. 1 6. 


The engrafted Word.] T lusolen xiyw: En- 


grafted, Implanted, or Sown in Us. Accord- 
ing to That of our Bleſſed Saviour; The Seed 
ſoum is the Word, Luke viii. 1 1. And of 


St. Paul; I have planted; Apollos watered ;_ 


But 
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But God gave * Increaſe, 1 Cor. iii. 6. But 


becauſe it may be asked; how can we be ſaid 


to receive That which is already engrafted i in 


us? The Senſe muſt be, either, receive it as it 
is engrafted, and while it is  engrafted by your 
Teachers: Or, receive it, &s dv Igler: ſo that 
it may be engrafted : in ſuch a manner, and 
with ſuch a Diſpoſition of Mind, that it may 
take deep root, and Houriſh 3 in your Lives and 


Converſations. 


The other Verſe aki my Text being ſuffi- 
ciently clear of it ſelf; I only obſerve that the 
Whole, (part of it being thus explained, and 
part of it requiring no Explanation) naturally 
reſolves into Theſe five Propoſitions. | 


I. That to Lay afide all the F bine and 

* Super fluity of Naughtineſs here men- 

tioned, is eceſſary for every one who 
intends to be a true Chriſtian. 

II. That there is a particular Connexion 
between That, and profitably hearing 
the Word of God. 

III. That Meekne/s, or a Freedom from 
Paſſion and Prejudice, and whatever 
elſe is imply d in That Word, is more 
eſpecially reguiſi ſte in order to ſuch pro- 


NN: H e 


IV. That 


Mot in the Luft of Concupiſcence (ſays he) even 


[6] 
| Iv. That the Word of God has a moſt 
powerful, nay (if we do our Parts) a 
never failing Eifcacy to ſave our Souls. 
V. Laſtly, That it is a vain Thing to hear 
itt, unleſs we practiſe it; and that we do 
but deceive our ſelves, if we expect any 
Benefit from the former, without the 
latter. 


I. My Firſt r Ca the Words is 
This; That to lay apart all the Filtbingſe and 
Swperfl uity of Naughtineſs here mentioned, 
is neceſſary for every one who intends to be a 


true Chriſtian. This is fo plain from the 


whole Tenour of the New Teſfament, that it 


needs no Proof; and yet is of ſuch Impor- 


tance, that it muſt not be omitted. The 
Chriſtian Inſtitution is by nothing more di- 


ſtinguiſt'd from all Others, than by its im- 
maculate Purity: Without Holineſs no Man 
ſhall fee the Lord, is (as it were) the very 


Motto in the Frontifpiece of This holy Reli- 


gion: Clean Hands, and pure Hearts muſt 


be the Hands and Hearts of all thoſe who, 


without the groſſeſt Prevarication and Hypo- 
eriſy, pretend to be Chriſt's Diſciples. And 


therefore St. Paul makes This the Mark of 


Diſtinction between Chriſtians, and Heathens: 


28 


C23 


as the Ge which know not God, 1 Theſſ. 
Our Bleſſed Saviour taught us This 
Lan not only by his Doctrine, but by be- 
ing born of a "Virgin; and Himſelf tho 
unſpotted even with Griginal Sin, endured 
the bloody, and painful Sacrament of Cir- 
cumciſion, which repreſented the Purity of 
which I am ſpeaking; the laying apart all Fil- 
thineſs, and 1 of Naughtineſs ; the 
laying afide every weight, and the fin which- 
dach ſo eafily beſet us; and running with pa- 
tience the race that is ſet before us. Heb. xii. I. 
As plain and obvious as This Head may 
ſeem to be, and really is to all good and fin- 
cere Chriſtians ; it is fat to be. taken notice 
of, for two Reaſons. 1/}, Becaule there are 
Some (many, it is to be feared) who though 
they maintain no ſuch Principles in Specula- 
tion, yet in their Practiſe ſeem to compromiſe 
Matters between their vicious Inclinations and 
the Divine Laws; and are by no means % 
holy, fo free from all Filthineſs and Super- 
Puity of Naughtinefs, as the Religion of Jeſus 
requires them to be. 2dly, Becauſe there are 
Others profeſſing Chriſtianity, who, even by 
their Doctrines, would reconcile ſome Sorts of 
Impurity with it. Not to mention (as indeed 
it is not fit to be mention d) the filthy Ca- 
_—_ of. Home: * Writers; moſt perni- 
cious. 


[8 ] 
cious is the Principle of 'Thoſe who maintain; 
that if we do but ſtop ſhort at the groſs Act 
of any grievous Sin, Adultery for example ; 
all the inferior Sins, as they are called, redu- 


cible to That great one, all the Motions and 


Steps towards it, not only in Thought, but 


in Words, and Actions too, are in truth no 


Sins at all, or at leaſt very inconſiderable, 


and in les venial : when nothing can 


be plainer from Reaſon and Scripture in Con- 
junction, than that they have not only a di- 
ref Tendency to the groſſeſt Sins, but are dam- 


nably wicked .in themſelves. As wicked, as 
abſurd, is That famous Argument by which 


Some a een to prove from Scripture (a 


ſtrange Attempt, you will ſay) that Fornica- 


tion is lawful. Alſtaining from Fornication 
being in That Apoſtolical Canon, A&ts xv. 20, 


and 29. coupled with abſtaining from Meats 


offer d to Idols, and from Strangled, and from 


Blood, which are Things in themſelves indif- 


ferent ; Theſe Men argue that Fornication is 


ſo Nene Ido but juſt mention theſe 2 4 


— 


Weder This er At W I only ob 


ſerve farther, with a View to This great Feſti- 


val of Eaſter, that the Doctrine of our Bleſſed 
Saviour's RESURRECTION has a near Rela- 


0 


tion 


1 


tion to This which e A go conſidering. 
Tf ye then be riſen with: Chrift ( (lays St. Paul) 
' ſeek thoſe things which are above. Mortify 
therefore your Members which are on the Earth; 
Fornication, Uncleannefs, inordinate Aﬀe&tion, 
evil Concupiſcence; and Covetouſneſs, hich is 
Idolatry: Col. iii. 1—5. Both our ſpiritual 
Death, and our ſpiritual Reſurrection are inti- 
mated in our Baptiſm: Which (as our 
Church ſpeaks) doth repreſent unto: us our 
K * Profeſhion: : which is to follow the Exam- 
ple of our Saviour Chriſt, and be made like 
cc 12165 Him; that as he died, and roſe again, 
« ſo ſhould we, who are baptized, die from 
„ Sin, and riſe again unto. Righteouſneſs 5 
« continually mortifying all our evil, and cor= 
« rupt Affections, and daily proceeding i in all : 
« Yertue and ne of Wau 


II. 1 obſerved: 2dly, That then is a perl 
de Connexion ewe the Cleanſing our 
ſelves from ſuch Pollutions, and our profita- 

bly many hy the Word of God. Lay apart all 
Filthindſs 6 and Superfluity of Naughtineſs, and 
receive the engrafted Word, &c. It is felf- 
evident that the better diſpoſed the Mind is; 
the more likely it muſt be to receive, and re- 
tain, the heavenly 1 nſtructions. As a Veſſel 
hich! is n pr ing m ſound, is beſt fitted 


to 


— 


_ Ew] 

to receive and retain pure Water, or any ſuch 
Liquor poured into it. Whereas, on the con- 
trary, the foul Exhalations and Stearns of 
Luſt will be apt either to exclude the Word, 
or to choak the Word: and to the Heart, from 
which thoſe noiſome Fumes ariſe, it will ei- 
ther way be altogether unfruitful. Such Cor- 
ruptions, I fay, will hinder the Entrance of 
the Doctrine, or turn it into their own Sub- 
Nance: Like foul Stomachs, which refuſe all 
-wholfome Food; or change it into Phlegm, 

and Choler. Our Vices in our Wills are fo many 
Prejudices in our Underſtandings; and who- 
ſoever is in bondage to his vicious Inclinati- 


ons, will be apt, /ike the deaf Adder, to flop 


His Ears, and refuſe to hear tbe Voice of the 
Charmer, charm he never ſo wiſely : Or, like 


That, and other Venomous Animals, will di- 


geſt Nouriſhment into Poiſon. 

But upon This Head I am ſenſible the fol- 
low wing Objection may be urged. If we have 
not laid aſide our Corruptions; we cannot, it 
_ hear the Word of God to any pur- 
poſe : If we have; what Occaſion have we 
to hear it at all? The Anſwer to which will 


be very ready; if we do but conſider the ſe- 


veral Degrees of Vice, Vertue, and Edifica- 
tion. No body ſays but that a very wicked 
Man * reap * Advantage from Hearing, 

tho' 


15 11 = 5 
tho not. ſo much as Another; and the beſt in 
This World are capable of being better, and 
ought to endeavour to be ſo. Beſides that 
Hearing and Reading the Word of God is in 
it ſelf a Duty incumbent upon us; as well as 
of great Uſe towards the due Performance of 
— 1 In ſhort, much the ſame Solution 
may be apply d to This Difficulty, as to 
That concerning the Efficacy. of Faith in 
Prayer, v. 6. of This. very Chapter. Let 
bim ask in Faith. But among — Things 
(may any one ſay) muſt we not pray for 
Faith it ſelf? Ves; And we may pray both 
in Faith, and Fer Faith; according to the dif- 
ferent Degrees, and Meaſures of That Vertue. 
And. the ſame. Anſwer 1s. applicable to the 
preſent Objection, Nothing, we know, is more 
common, than for Men to take Phyſick, and 
purge off ill humours, to prepare them for 
Food. The moſt inveterate Prejudices, it is 
true, may be conquer d by Hearing the Word 
of God: But ſtill, the — and fewer 
our Prejudices are; the caſier it will be ty 
conquer them. 
But beſides the natural Tendeney - T = 
themſelves; the Bleſſing of God will be.moſt 
ready to aſſiſt us in hearing his Divine Truths, 
if we 2 the beſt of our own Endeavours. to 
Prepare our ſelves for Gew, by laying. aſide 


(as 


N 


: 


112 
(as far as we are e the Corruptions of which 


the Apoſtle is here ſpeaking. And This He 
teaches us by the Coherence of his Argument 


in this very Chapter; and the Connexion of 


my Text with the Verſes which ſtand before 


it. Every good gift (ſays He, v. 17.) and eve- 


ry perfect gift is from above; and cometh 
down from the Father of Lights, with whom 


is no variableneſs, neither Shadow of Turning. 
Of- his own awill begat He us with the word b 


Truth; that we ſhould be a hind of firſt- fruits 


of .1 bis Creatures, And then adds, v. 19. 


WIxREFPORE, 1 Beloved Bretbren, let eve- 


ry Man be ffs 70 hear, flow to ſpeak, flow 


20 wrath: For the wrath of Man worketh not 


the righteouſneſs of God. And then in the 


next Words (which are Thofe of my Text) 


WHzREFORE Jay apart all Filthineſs, &c. 
Bxcauss every good gift comes from God; 


 TnzxzrorE we ſhould purify our faves, 


that we may obtain from him the Bleſſing of 


Edification, in the Hearing of his Word. In 


Order to Which, One Yertue is of Angular 
Uſe: Which brings me to the 3d Obſervati- 
on raiſed from my Text ; viz. 


I. That Meekneſ, or a Freedom from 


a; and Prejudice, and whatever elſe is 


Ou d in That Word » 1s more eſpecially re- 


quiſite 


134 
quiſite to our profitable Hearing. Receive. 
with Meehneſs the engrafted Mord; i. e. Iſay, 
with a freedom from Paſſion, and Prejudice ; 
and that both againſt the Doctrine, and Him 


who teaches it: With Candour, and Good-. 


nature, with Modeſty, and Humility. For all 


Theſe are included in the wider Signification | 


of the Word Meekneſs; eſpecially, as it is uſed. 
in the Holy Scriptures. And here it will be pro- 
per to repeat ſome of St. Peters Words which 
I cited in the Beginning of This Diſcourſe : 
As new-born Babes defire the fincere Milk of 
the Word, that ye may grow thereby. Receive 
it with the ne Underſtandings of Men, 
but with the unprejudiced Wills of Children: 
With the Sweetneſs, Innocence, and Simpli- 
city of Infants: Not cenſoriouſly carping at 
the Performance of the Preacher, nor paſſing 
captious Reflections on his Thoughts, and Ex- 
preſſions: In a word, Not imitating the Ex- 
ample of Thoſe, who go to a Church, as They 
do to a Theatre, to be Criticks, as well as Au- 
ditors. And we may obſerve by the way, that 
the ſoureſt Criticks are generally the worſt. 
And This Advice may relate not only to the 


illiterate, who are ordinarily moſt forward in 


paſſing theſe Cenſures; but alſo to Perſons of 
Learning and real Judgment; and Thoſe too 
not — * but 2 For Me are not 

always 


> 


L T4 ] 
always Preachers, but ſometimes Hearers, as 
We ought always to be Doers of the Word. 
Even the moſt judicious ſhould be cautious in 
pronouncing their Judgments, and eſpecially 
upon Preachers; Becauſe, let the Perfor- 
mances be what They will, the Per/ons are the 
Miniſters of Jgſus Chriſt. I do not mean that 
all Judgment is precluded or ſet aſide in theſe 
Matters: There is, no doubt, a Diverſity of Gifts, 
of Talents and Abilities, ſome greater and ſome 
leſs, in This, as well as in every Thing elſe; 
and therefore we may not only hint ſo, but 
/ay ſo: But ſtill let it be with Caution, and 
Reſerve, with Prudence, and Good-nature; 


giving every thing the beſt Turn, and inter- 


preting every Thing in the beſtSenſe. This in 
the main is applicable to all Cenſure in gene- 


ral; but more particularly to That which is 


paſſed upon the Miniſters of Chriſt, and to 


That yet more particularly which relates to 


the Exerciſe of their Holy Function. In brief, 
it is greatly to be feared that we do not bear 
with Meekneſs; if we come (as the Apoſtle 
expreſſes it) with itching Ears, to ſatisfy our 


Curioſity, rather than our Conſciences; ma- 


king invidious Compariſons, and ſeeking Di- 
verſion more than Inſtruction. Thoſe cer- 
tainly do not come to hear with the Spirit re- 
commended by the RISE; who never ha- 


ving : 
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ving had the Advantage of a learned Educa- 
tion, and being moreover of no very uncom- 
mon Underſtandings, are more than ordina- 
rily forward to make the Reflections of which 
I am ſpeaking. And tho' even to Such weby 
no means deny the Uſe of the beſt Judgment 
they have, even in Theſe Matters; yet it 
would become them to keep their Sentiments 
to themſelves, or at leaſt to pronounce them 
with great Caution, and Modeſty: And it is 
wonderful that ſo obvious a Thought as This. 
ſhould not ſometimes enter into the Mind of 
ſuch a Perſon, who has a mean or ill Opinion. 
of This or That Miniſter's Doctrine, or Elo- 
cution; After all, it is poſſible He may be bet- 
ter able to preach, than I am to judge. And. 
ſo J paſs on to the 4h Obſervation from the 
Tent; vis. | 


IV. That the Word of God has a moſt pow-- 
erful, nay (if we do our Parts) a never- failing 
Efficacy to ſave our Souls. This is ſo plain, 
that to mention it, is to pong it: Nor did 1 
therefore lay down This Propo poſition, becauſe 
it wants Proof, or even Illuſtration; but be- 


cauſe it is expreſl y aſſerted by the Apoſtle in 
my Text; and tho it be too obvious and evi- 
dent to be the Subject of our Arguments, yet 
it can ſcarce be too much the Subject of our 
Con- 
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Contemplations. The engrafted Word is able 


20 ſave our Souls: Able, i. e. Inſtrumentally, 
not Meritoriouſiy; For This latter can relate 
only to Jeſus Chriſt; who in one ſenſe in- 


deed (as St. John 9 5 it) 18 Himſelf the ora 


of God; but not in the ſenſe here intended; 
by which is meant the Doctrine, not the Son 

of God, who Himſelf is God. Nothing more 
therefore is neceſſary to be added upon this 
Head ; but That of St. Paul, 2 Tim. ii. 1 5. who 


aſſures Timothy that the Scriprures are able to 


male him 77 unto Salvation: As They cer- 
tainly will make us all; if we practiſe, as well 


as read, and hear them. Which brings me 
to * Fifth and laſt Obſervation; vis. 


V. That it is a vain Thing to > lows the 
Word, unleſs we prafiſe it; and that we do 
but deceive our ſelves, if we expect any Bene- 


fit from the former without the latter. Buz 


be ye Doers of the Word, and not Hearers 


only, deceiving your own abuts. This Head, 


one would think, ſhould be as plain as the 
preceding: And fo it is in point of Reaſon; 
and yet in fact it is greatly neglected. Mul- 
titudes there are, who place all Religion in 


Hearing Sermons, and none in practiſing them. 
One ſort of Perſons, eſpecially, we may be 
| ture are of This Denomination; ; Imean Thoſe 


who 


7 
who make it their conſtant Cuſtom to come 
to Sermons, and not to Prayers. Theſe are 
plainly not Doers of the Word, but Hearers 
only: And, if as ſuch, They expect to go 
to Heaven; they as certainly deceive them- 
ſelves. Others there are who even by their 
Conduct in Hearing it ſelf, ſnew that they 
are Hearers only: Thoſe I mean, who run 
from one Church to another in the time of 
Divine Service on Sundays, and catch a piece 

of four, five, or fix Sermons in a Day; and 
for that very reaſon are not a jot the better 
for any one of them. Moſt of Theſe belong to 
the ſame Rank with Thoſe juſt now mentioned, 
 whoare only for Preaching, but not for Pray- 
ing: And I believe it would appear, if the 
Matter were well enquired into, that They 
who go out of the Church before the Ser- 
mon is ended, ſeldom come into it, till the 
Sermon is begun. All theſe are even very bad 
Hearers of the Word; but cannot be Doers of 
it; becauſe they act directly contrary zo it; 
by putting ſuch a ſlight and indignity upon 
the Church and Service of God: For Bis 
Church, and His Service it is; be the Preachers 
(if duly Authoriz d) who they will. 
But even Thoſe who are never ſo regular 
Hearers of the Word, will not be the better 
for it, if they are Hearers only. Some Pro- 
teſtants ſeem to be guilty of the ſame Folly 


and 
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and Sin in hearing, as the Papiſts in praying; 
the former thinking to be ſaved by hearing ſo 
many Sermons, as the latter by ſaying ſo ma- 
ny Prayers. Tho' no determinate Number of 
either is to be fix d; yet both, no doubt, in 
general are neceſſary; but neither the one, 
nor the other, nor both put together, are 
ſufficient. I fay Both are neceſſary: Becauſe 
fome Perſons moved with a juſt Indignati- 
on at the extravagant Humour of Hearing, 
run into an Error on the other Extreme, and 
ſpeak too flightingly, and diſreſpectfully of 
That Duty. It is commonly ſaid, that in 
This Age, and eſpecially in This great City, 
we have too much Preaching : I cannot ſay 
That; But it is certain we have 700 little 
Pra&ifng. I doubt the real fault i is, that 
Other holy Ordinances of the Church, nay 
of the Apoſtles, and of Chriſt Himſelf, are 
too much neglected ; rather than that This 
is too much regarded. The Dignity of 
Preaching, and the Neceſſity of Hearing are 
_ certainly very great. Faith (lays the Apoſtle) 
cameth by Hearing; and bow ſhall. they hear 
ki. 2684 a Preacher? But ſtill we muſt care- 
fully remember that Both are in order to 
ſomething elſe : The End of Preaching, 
and — 2 is Practiſe. But to Thoſe, who 
come to Church, only that they may Bear, 
unleſs perhaps that they may ſee too, and 


gratify 


gratify their Curioſity, we may juſtly apply the 
Words of the Wiſe-man, the Royal PRRAcEER, 
tho' in a different ſenſe; The Eye is not ſa- 
tisfy' d with Seeing, nor the Ear with Hearing: 
And then indeed, Vanity of Vanities, well 
may the PREACHER lay; Yanity of Vani- 
ties, faith the PRE ACHRE R, All is Vanity. 
But (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) Beloved I am 
perſuaded better things of you. Nay, a great 
Part of what I have ſaid, I know, cannot be 
apply'd to you. I mean That part particular- 
ly, tho' not That only, which relates to cen- 
ſorious Judgments of Sermons and Preachers. 
Upon my own Account, I have no Reaſon, 
Here, or any where elſe, to make Complaints 
of that Nature. Which I mention purely 
with This View, that what I have offer d up- 
on That Article may not ſeem” to proceed 
from perſonal Prejudice. But I took notice 
of it (as the Subject of my Text led me to do} 
becauſe T think it a very ill Practiſe, a great 
and grievous Sin, which ought to be ſeverely 
repented of, and throughly and effectually 
reformed by All, whoſoever they be, who are - 
guilty of it. To You of This Place, with refe- 
| ference to my ſelf, what I have hinted upon 

That Article, cannot poſlibly be ſuppoſed to 
relate. My very appearing before you in 'Fhis 
Capacity is a Proof of the contrary. Thus as 
to One Perſon ; of whom Nothing had been 


. here 


— 
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here ſaid ; were it not that He might teſtify 

his Gratitude to Others. But in general, it is 

well known that You have a good Report 

among all; as a regular, well principled 
Congregation ; faithful to the Church, and 
diftinguiſhingly affectionate to her faithful Mi- 

niſters. The Lord remember You and Yours 
concerning This; and eternally reward Your 

good Will to Sion. This being the firſt time 

of my appearing in the execution of the Of- 

fice, with which in the moſt obliging manner 

You have favour'd and honour d me, and for 

which I make You my moſt hearty and ſin- 

cere Acknowledgments ; I thought I could 

not diſcourſe upon a more proper Subject 

than That of Preaching and Hearing. The 
worthy Perſon who has the more dire& and 
immediate Care of your Souls is happy in 

ſuch Pariſhioners; as You are in ſuch a 
Miniſter ; and as I am in This relation to 
Both. That neither We may be Preachers AF 
only; nor You Hearers only; but that We 
and You may be Doers of the Word; to 
the eternal Salvation of Us who Preach, 

and of Yu who Hear, God of his infinite 

Mercy grant, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake: _ 


To whom, with the Father, and the Holy 
' Ghoſh, be all Honour, and Glory, now 
A fs 


FINIS 


